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MEMORANDUM 


THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 


TOP SECRET /SENSITIVE 
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January 3, 


the 


1973 



MEMORANDUM FOR: 


FROM: 


THE PRESIDENT 


HENRY A. KISSINGER 



SUBJECT: Meeting with Secretaries Rogers and Laird 

and Admiral Moorer 

Thursday, January 4, 1973 

10:00 A, M. (approximately one hour) 

Oval Office 


I. PURPOSE 


To review the Vietnam situation, with particular emphasis on the 
Paris negotiations resuming on January 8, 1973. 
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II. BACKGROUND, PARTICIPANTS, PRESS PLAN 


A. Background : With the resumption of negotiations in Paris 
and the cessation of bombing above the 20th parallel it is 
important once again to review our Vietnam policy with your 
top advisers. You will want to recall the reasons for stepped- 
up pressures against Hanoi, the North Vietnamese agreement 
to resume the talks, the prospects in Paris and your consistent 
policy on a negotiated settlement. There is also a need to 
reemphasize the requirement for absolute public discipline and 
unity within the government as we go through this delicate 
phase in Paris and here at home. 

B. Participants : Secretaries Rogers and Laird, Admiral Moorer, 
myself and Mr. Kennedy, NSC Staff (notetaker). 

C. Press Plan : None. This is a private meeting. 

III. RECOMMENDED TALKING POINTS are attached at Tab A. 
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TALKING POINTS 


-- I have asked you to meet in order to review the current Vietnam situa- 
tion, in particular the negotiations resuming on January 8, 1973, 

-- You all, of course, know why I decided to resume heavy bombing of 
North Vietnam on December 18. It was patently evident in the last 
negotiating round that Hanoi had no intention of completing the Agreement 
on any reasonable grounds. At the end they kept introducing new issues 
designed to keep a settlement out of reach. They clearly calculated 
that time was on their side, given our domestic pressures, and that 
we probably wouldn't resume bombing because of the holiday season 
and the return of Congress. 

-- I believe our renewed military pressures have served several useful 
purposes. Hanoi was shown that they can't play with us in Paris and 
prolong the war with immunity from retaliation. We have weakened 
North Vietnamese capacity for continued warfare. And we have 
demonstrated our willingness to take strong action in the event that 
a settlement is violated. 

--We agreed to stop bombing north of the 20th parallel when Hanoi 
agreed to resume the talks both on the basic agreement and the 
associated protocols. Our messages have made clear that we won't 
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allow the charade to be resumed and that we expect serious discussions 
lasting only a few days. 

-- Hanoi has agreed to meet on this basis, but we cannot be certain of 
their actual performance in the talks. If they are reasonable, we 
should be able to conclude the settlement in a matter of days. If they 
are not, we should know rather quickly. 

-- During this period we have also made clear to President Thieu that 
we are determined to sign an agreement as soon as we consider it 
sound and that this could come very quickly. Frankly, while we have 
made progress in Saigon, we still have serious problems there. 

-- [Ask Dr. Kissinger for a fuller rundown of the prospects in Paris. ] 

-- I want to emphasize strongly the need for absolute discipline in this 
Administration at this delicate time. I want no discussions or specu^ 
lation on substantive issues. Our negotiating position in recent weeks 
has been seriously jeopardized by government officials talking loosely. 
To cite just two examples: (1) Reports concerning U. S. civilian advisers 
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in South Vietnam handed Hanoi a major -- and completely unnecessary 
-- issue in Paris that they have used to the hilt; and (2) Crowing about 
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Hanoi's November concession on the DMZ certainly influenced the 
enemy to reopen this issue in December. 
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-- Furthermore, there must be no suggestion that our bombing has forced 
Hanoi back to the table or speculation on our course of action if the 
talks founder again. 

-- We must show a completely united front with the public and Congress 
during this period. Reports of alleged differences in the Government 
over our negotiating or military strategies only encourage Hanoi and 
our domestic opposition. 

-- My policy remains constant. We will conclude the Agreement as soon 
as it is right. We will not do so before it is right. We will not be 
deterred by our friends once it is right. And we will police it with 
vigilance when it is implemented. 

- - I look to you personally and your subordinates to give me full and 
unified backing. 
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